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O you who have believed, decreed upon you is fasting as it was
decreed upon those before you that you may become righteous -
— Saheeh International

O you who believe, the fasts have been enjoined upon you as they
were enjoined upon those before you, so that you may be God-
fearing,

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Believers! Fasting is enjoined upon you, as it was enjoined upon those
before you, that you become God-fearing.?
— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]Like most other injunctions of Islam those relating to fasting were revealed
gradually. In the beginning, the Prophet (peace be on him) had instructed the
Muslims to fast three days every month, though this was not obligatory. When the
injunction in the present verse was later revealed in 2 A.H., a degree of relaxation
was introduced: it was stipulated that those who did not fast despite their
capacity to endure it were obliged to feed one poor person as an expiation for
each day of obligatory fasting missed see (verse 184). Another injunction was

revealed later see (verse 185) and here the relaxation in respect of able-bodied
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persons was revoked. However, for the sick, the traveller, the pregnant, the
breast-feeding women and the aged who could not endure fasting, the relaxation

was retained.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

March 24, Friday and March 26, Sunday
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[Fasting for] a limited number of days. So whoever among you is ill or
on a journey [during them] - then an equal number of other days [are
to be made up]. And upon those who are able [to fast, but with
hardship] - a ransom [as substitute] of feeding a poor person [each
day]. And whoever volunteers good [i.e., excess] - it is better for him.
But to fast is best for you, if you only knew.

— Saheeh International

for days few in number. However, should any one of you be sick or on
a journey, then (he should fast) a number of other days (equal to the
missed ones); and those who have the strength, (still, they do not opt
for fasting,) on them there is a fidyah (compensation), that is, the
feeding of a poor person.Then whoever does good voluntarily, that is
better for him. However, that you fast is better for you, if you only
knew.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Fasting is for a fixed number of days, and if one of you be sick, or if one of
you be on a journey, you will fast the same number of other days later on.
For those who are capable of fasting (but still do not fast) there is a
redemption: feeding a needy man for each day missed. Whoever
voluntarily does more good than is required, will find it better for him;* and
that you should fast is better for you, if you only know.?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran
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[1]Here ends the early injunction with regard to fasting which was revealed in 2
A.H. prior to the Battle of Badr. The verses that follow were revealed about one
year later and are linked with the preceding verses since they deal with the same
subject.

[2]This act of extra merit could either be feeding more than the one person

required or both fasting and feeding the poor.

(caram) RS FTIHIT Mt Gy, Sosoa (ormng Wiy (F Mo fFear pifsea o
AT ANY & F LI AT B (1T I3 *TSFRUNHF G F6I7 T67 ORI 2N
A1, JOT ST TGN [THAIINS WA FAT 932 (T @ ANTGF PATS TS IS FATS
267, OF ATF O W8 gV WA (57T WIF (AT AT FA1R (STNITHA TH O @,
T coTvaT 30

— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an, a
guidance for the people and clear proofs of guidance and criterion. So
whoever sights [the crescent of] the month,[1] let him fast it; and

whoever is ill or on a journey - then an equal number of other days.
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Allah intends for you ease and does not intend for you hardship and
[wants] for you to complete the period and to glorify Allah for that [to]
which He has guided you; and perhaps you will be grateful.

— Saheeh International

[1] Also, "whoever is present during the month."

The month of Ramadan is the one in which the Qur’an was revealed
as guidance for mankind, and as clear signs that show the right way
and distinguish between right and wrong. So those of you who
witness the month must fast in it. But the one who is sick, oris on a
journey (should fast) as much from other days (as he missed). Allah
intends (to provide) ease for you and does not intend (to create)
hardship for you. All this is so that you may complete the number (of
fasts as prescribed) and proclaim the Takbir of Allah for having
guided you, and (so) that you may be grateful.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

During the month of Ramadan the Qur'an was sent down as a guidance to
the people with Clear Signs of the true guidance and as the Criterion
(between right and wrong). So those of you who live to see that month
should fast it, and whoever is sick or on a journey should fast the same
number of other days instead. Allah wants ease and not hardship for you
so that you may complete the number of days required,! magnify Allah for
what He has guided you to, and give thanks to Him.2

— Tafheem-ul-Quran
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[1] Whether a person should or should not fast while on a journey is left to individual
discretion. We find that among the Companions who accompanied the Prophet on
journeys some fasted whereas others did not; none objected to the conduct of another.
The Prophet himself did not always fast when travelling. On one journey a person was
so overwhelmed by hunger that he collapsed; the Prophet disapproved when he learned
that the man had been fasting. During wars the Prophet used to prevent people from
fasting so that they would not lack energy for the fight. It has been reported by 'Umar
that two military expeditions took place in the month of Ramadan. The first was the
Battle of Badr and the second the conquest of Makka. On both occasions the
Companions abstained from fasting, and, according to Ibn 'Umar, on the occasion of the
conquest of Makka the Prophet proclaimed that people should not fast since it was a
day of fighting. In other Traditions the Prophet is reported to have said that people
should not fast when they had drawn close to the enemy, since abstention from fasting
would lead to greater strength. In addition the practice of the Companions was not
uniform. It would seem that any journey which is commonly regarded as such, and
which is attended by the circumstances generally associated with travelling, should be
deemed sufficient justification for not fasting. Jurists agree that one does not have to
fast on the day of commencing a journey; one may eat either at the point of departure or
after the actual journey has commenced. Either course is sanctioned by the practice of
the Companions. Jurists, however, are not agreed as to whether or not the residents of
a city under attack may abstain from fasting even though they are not actually travelling.
Ibn taymiyah favours the permissibility of abstention from fasting and supports his view

with very forceful arguments

[2] This indicates that fasting need not be confined, exclusively, to Ramadan. For those
who fail to fast during that month owing to some legitimate reason God has kept the
door of compensation open during other months of the year so that they need not be
deprived of the opportunity to express their gratitude to Him for His great bounty, in
revealing the Qur'an. It should he noted here that fasting in Ramadan has not only been

declared an act of worship and devotion and a means to nourish piety but has also been
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characterized as an act of gratefulness to God for His great bounty of true guidance in
the form of the Qur'an. In fact, the best way of expressing gratitude for someone's
bounty or benevolence is to prepare oneself, to the best of one's ability, to achieve the
purpose for which that bounty has been bestowed. The Qur'an has been revealed so
that we may know the way that leads to God's good pleasure, follow that way ourselves
and direct the world along it. Fasting is an excellent means by which to prepare
ourselves for shouldering this task. Hence fasting during the month of the revelation of
the Qur'an is more than an act of worship and more than an excellent course of moral
training; it is also an appropriate form for the expression of our thankfulness to God for
the bounty of the Qur'an.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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And when My servants ask you, [O Muhammad], concerning Me -
indeed | am near. | respond to the invocation of the supplicant when
he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by obedience] and
believe in Me that they may be [rightly] guided.

— Saheeh International

When My servants ask you about Me, then (tell them that) | am near. |
respond to the call of one when he prays to Me; so they should
respond to Me, and have faith in Me, so that they may be on the right
path.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani
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(O Muhammad), when My servants ask you about Me, tell them | am quite
near; | hear and answer the call of the caller whenever he calls Me. Let
them listen to My call and believe in Me;! perhaps they will be guided
aright.?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]Even though people can neither see God nor subject Him to any other form of
sense perception this should not make them feel that God is remote from them.
On the contrary, He is so close to each and every person that whenever any
person so wishes he can communicate with his Lord. So much so that God hears
and responds even to the prayers which remain within the innermost recesses of
the heart. People exhaust themselves by approaching false and powerless beings
whom they foolishly fancy to be their deities but who have neither the power to
hear nor to grant their prayers. But God, the omnipotent Lord and the absolute
Master of this vast universe, Who wields all power and authority, is so close to
human beings that they can always approach Him without the intercession of any
intermediaries, and can put to Him their prayers and requests.

[2]This announcement of God’s closeness to man may open his eyes to the Truth,

may turn him to the right way wherein lies his success and well-being.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria



Ramadan 2023

March 29, Wednesday, and March 30, Thursday

2:187

r.lb ;ﬂwur..u L;-"'CJ ;&L‘Ad\;@_}\;w\&.ﬁp&njﬁ

o -'"'..-".---" -“/.-' ,.--"J";/} - = ﬂ-"
L;:!b;.sh&, u..:u(.éa...m yLAC»S}..&u}
- e ,.-.--',,f, -::.‘- 1200 )) C 352 o 22 e z,w -
. - rE ~A > T -
Lg,,u,&; = ﬁ;}wﬁj ‘_}_JIJJL,JH_,...}\ ﬂgjtwywu\
A Bl A 2 A2 G I8 55 3G 3,58 s Sl
,/C. P
H.\ji'ylr\___;!n “,
Q. @R (VTF) FTSR. ([T (SR FF IR @

ﬁﬁmwmemmwwwmm; (I, TR
TR @A (IR T MNF (FFA, 3F) (SIS SIw &y (AP
(TTgEN); GRS b1 S, (@ T AT [ /Y FZAHE
AR COMAT (A GAR) SrAereraR sy Ffeees, ©off o (cormmr
@Y (AT IOIBG fHifda F0) (oI 891 W FIACEF G2 (SINTHE TF
04 MEeH, 97 (ot BI3TE SItwa At FARAM FACS AN G3R (9 FIATA)
g o oo & T (Rf Rgw Rt siem wigle) fied s o
WHE IE | (@ER AN AR FIHAE TE=d o w), ot
AR SRS TS A WOTFY 2SS TFFRN @A (9F (AT
(OITAA ©F WET (@A (SR e AfsR afsre 71 27, wo=@ comat
AT o e @t A4S I3 A8, (SW) THARH I (O GqOIE
W AT T FIG FE (AF @O (A @] qr TG SAER
fAdifse Faadl, IO (O IAH OF IRS WA Al ISR AHZ
SHE O TRey A e e It Feaces, Tte I o[l (9@
HITANS) HEE, SIS S FATS 21T |



Ramadan 2023

It has been made permissible for you the night preceding fasting to
go to your wives [for sexual relations]. They are a clothing for you and
you are a clothing[1] for them. Allah knows that you used to deceive
yourselves,[2] so He accepted your repentance and forgave you. So
now, have relations with them and seek that which Allah has decreed
for you [i.e., offspring]. And eat and drink until the white thread of
dawn becomes distinct to you from the black thread [of night]. Then
complete the fast until the night [i.e., sunset]. And do not have
relations with them as long as you are staying for worship in the
mosques. These are the limits [set by] Allah, so do not approach
them. Thus does Allah make clear His verses [i.e., ordinances] to the
people that they may become righteous.

— Saheeh International

[1]Prior to this revelation, marital relations were unlawful during
nights preceding fasting. Some were unable to refrain and secretly
disobeyed, but they did not deceive Allah.

[2]Also a source of tranquility and rest.

It is made lawful for you, in the nights of fasts, to have sex with your
women. They are apparel for you, and you are apparel for them. Allah
knows that you have been betraying yourselves, so He relented
towards you and pardoned you. So now you can have sexual intimacy
with them and seek what Allah has destined for you and eat and drink

until the white thread of the dawn becomes distinct from the black
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thread; then complete the fast up to the night. But do not have sexual
intimacy with them while you are staying in mosques for I‘tikaf. These
are the limits set by Allah, so do not go near them. Thus Allah
manifests His signs to the people, so that they may be God-fearing.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

It has been made lawful for you to go in to your wives during the night of
the fast. They are your garment, and you are theirs.! Allah knows that you
used to betray yourselves and He mercifully relented and pardoned you. So
you may now associate intimately with your wives and benefit from the
enjoyment Allah has made lawful for you,? and eat and drink® at night until
you can discern the white streak of dawn against the blackness of the
night;* then (give up all that and) complete your fasting until night sets

in.> But do not associate intimately with your wives during the period when
you are on retreat in the mosques.® These are the bounds set by Allah; do
not, then, even draw near them.” Thus does Allah make His Signs clear to
mankind that they may stay away from evil.

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]Just as nothing intervenes between a person’s body and his
clothes, so nothing can intervene between a man and his wife; itis a
relationship of inalienable intimacy.

[2] Although there was no categorical ordinance in the early days
prohibiting sexual intercourse between husband and wife during the nights
of Ramadan, people generally assumed that this was not permissible.
Despite the feeling that their action was either not permitted or was at least

disapproved of, they did at times approach their wives. Such a betrayal of
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conscience can encourage a sinful disposition. God, therefore, first
reproaches them with their lack of integrity, for this is what was
objectionable. As for the act itself, God makes it clear that it is quite
permissible. Henceforth they might engage in sexual intercourse as a

perfectly lawful act unencumbered by feelings of guilt.

[3] In this connection, too, there was a misapprehension at first. Some
thought that eating and drinking were absolutely prohibited after the
performance of the 'Isha’ (Night) Prayer. Others thought that one could eat
and drink so long as one had not fallen asleep, but that if one had it was
not permissible to eat on reawakening. These were people's own fancies
and often caused great inconvenience. This verse seeks to remove all such
misconceptions. It clearly lays down the duration of the fast: from dawn
until sunset. Between sunset and dawn it is permissible to eat, to drink, and
to indulge in the legitimate gratification of sexual desires. At the same time
the Prophet introduced the pre-fasting repast, recommending a good meal
just before dawn.

[5]In fixing the time of obligatory rites, Islam has been mindful that
these timings should be so clear and simple that people, at all stages
of development, should be able to follow them. This is why Islam
bases its timing on conspicuous natural phenomena and not on the
clock. Some people object that this principle of timing is untenable in
areas close to the poles, where night and day each last for about six
months. This objection is based on a very superficial knowledge of
geography. In point of fact neither day nor night lasts for six months
in those areas - not in the sense in which people living near the

Equator conceive of night and day. The signs of morning and evening
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appear at the poles with unfailing regularity and it is on this basis that
people time their sleeping and waking, their professional work, their
play and recreation. Even in the days before watches were common,
the people of countries like Finland, Norway and Greenland used to
fix the hours of the day and night by means of various signs that
appeared on the horizon. Just as those signs helped them to
determine their schedules in other matters, so they should enable
them to time their various Prayers, the pre-fast meal and the breaking
of the fast.

[6] 'On retreat in the mosque' refers to the religious practice of spending
the last ten days of Ramadan in the mosque, consecrating this time to the
remembrance of God. In this state, known as i'tikaf, one may go out of the
mosque only for the absolutely necessary requirements of life, but one
must stay away from gratifying one's sexual desire.

[7] The directive here is neither to exceed nor draw near the limits set by
God. This means that it is dangerous for a man to skirt the boundaries of
disobedience; prudence demands that one should keep some distance
from these lest one's steps inadvertent lead one to cross them. The same
principle has been enunciated in a Tradition in which the Prophet said:
‘Even sovereign has an enclosed pasture and the enclosed pasture of God
consists of His prohibitions. So, whosoever keeps grazing around that
pasture is likely to fall into it." (Bukhari, ‘Iman’, 36; '‘Buyu", 3; Muslim,
‘Musagah’, 107; Abu Da'd, 'Buyu”, 3; Tirmidhi, '‘Buyu", 1; Nasa'i, '‘Buyu?, 3;
‘Ashribah’, 50; Ibn Majah, 'Fitan’, 14 - Ed.) It is a pity that many people. who
are not conversant with the spirit of the Shari'ah (Islamic law), insist on
using these boundaries to the limits. Many religious scholars exert

themselves in finding out arguments to justify this attitude, and a point is
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thus reached where only a hair's breadth separates obedience from
disobedience. Consequently many people fall prey to disobedience, even
to downright error and wrong-doing. For once a man arrives at this point he
Is seldom capable of discerning between right and wrong, and maintaining

the absolute self-control needed to keep within the lawful limits.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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Indeed, those who recite the Book of Allah and establish prayer and
spend [in His cause] out of what We have provided them, secretly and
publicly, [can] expect a transaction [i.e., profit] that will never perish —

— Saheeh International

Surely those who recite Allah’s Book and have established Salah and
have spent, secretly and openly, from what We have provided to them
—they hope for a trade that will never crash,

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Surely those who recite the Book of Allah and establish Prayer and
spend, privately and publicly, out of what We have provided them,
look forward to a trade that shall suffer no loss;

— Tafheem-ul-Quran
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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Establish prayer at the decline of the sun [from its meridian] until the
darkness of the night[1] and [also] the Qur’an [i.e., recitation] of
dawn.[2] Indeed, the recitation of dawn is ever witnessed.

— Saheeh International

[1]i.e., the fajr prayer, in which the recitation of the Qur’an is
prolonged.
[2]i.e., the period which includes the zuhr, asr, maghrib, and ‘isha’

prayers.

(O Prophet,) establish Salah between the decline of the sun and the
darkness of the night, and (establish) the recital at dawn. Surely, the

recital at dawn is well attended.
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— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Establish Prayer! from the declining of the sun? to the darkness of the
night;® and hold fast to the recitation of the Qur'an at dawn,* for the
recitation of the Qur'an at dawn is witnessed.®

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]The Muslims have been commanded to establish Salat immediately
after the mention of obstacles and adversities. This implies that the
perseverance required to face adverse circumstances is obtained by
the establishment of Salat.

[2]We have translated the words of the Arabic text into “the declining
of the sun.” Though some of the companions and their followers are
of the opinion that it means “the sunset”, the majority of them are of
the opinion that it means “the declining of the sun from its zenith.”
Umar, Ibn Umar, Anas bin Malik, Abu Barza-tal-Aslami, Hasan Basri,
Shaabi, Ata, Mujahid and, according to a tradition, Ibn Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with them all) are of this opinion and Imam
Muhammad Bagir and Imam Jaafar Sadiq also are of the same
opinion. Besides this, there are some traditions from the Prophet
(peace be upon him) to the same effect, though they are not so
authentic.

[3]JAccording to some, the original words of the Arabic text mean
“darkness of the night”, while others take it to mean “midnight”. If the

first opinion is accepted, it will imply “the beginning of the time of the
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salatul-isha, the isha prayer” and according to the other it will mean
“the last limit of the time of salatul-isha.”

[4]The literal meaning of the word fajr is dawn, that is, “the beginning
of the morning after the darkness of night.”

[5]Here the “recital of the Quran in the morning” stands for the
salatul-fajr, the morning prayer. At some places the Quran has used
the word salat for prayer and at other places a particular part of salat
for prayer as a whole, e.g. tasbih, hamd, zikr, gayam, ruku, sajud etc.
Likewise, here “recital of the Quran at dawn” does not mean the mere
recital of the Quran but its recital during the salatul-fajr. Thus, the
Quran has also incidentally referred to the different parts of which
salat is composed and these guided the Prophet (peace be upon him)
to prescribe the definite form of salat in which it is performed by the

Muslims.

FASN ATS (CHTITOTNTNR) AATATI ATFHT THI

— Taisirul Quran

S (ZCA AT A (ATF ACOT TN WAFH I AL HAATS BTN FBA [d] I3 TOLA
AT [3] | 6T TOad Ao SAfRfSa AT [v] |
— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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Those who disbelieve will have a severe punishment, and those who
believe and do righteous deeds will have forgiveness and great
reward.

— Saheeh International

Those who disbelieve will have a severe punishment; and those who
believe and do righteous deeds will have forgiveness and a great
reward.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

A severe chastisement lies in store for those that disbelieve,! but there is
pardon and a great reward for those that believe and work righteous

deeds.?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]1“Those who disbelieve”: those who will refuse to believe in this

invitation of Allah’s Book and His Messenger.
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[2]That is, Allah will overlook their errors and will reward them for

their good deeds not merely with what they will just deserve but much

more richly and generously.

AT FHA FUA SR GINT ATACY FIO N | S &A1 HNN SN ST FFG I

IR G ATHACY THNT 8 W= Ao

— Taisirul Quran

AT FHA! FTF SRR TINT WY FION *NH | T IAT SN N S ASHG HLA
SITAL O STY THNT 8 NIHTHI|
— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 04, Tuesday
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And they ask you about menstruation. Say, "It is harm, so keep away
from wives[1] during menstruation. And do not approach them until
they are pure. And when they have purified themselves,[2] then come

to them from where Allah has ordained for you. Indeed, Allah loves
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those who are constantly repentant and loves those who purify
themselves."

— Saheeh International

[1]By taking a complete bath (ghusl) .

[2]i.e., refrain from sexual intercourse.

They ask you about menstruation. Say: “It is an impurity. So, keep
away from women during menstruation; and do not have intimacy
with them until they are cleansed. But when they are cleansed, then
go to them from where Allah has commanded you. Surely Allah loves
those who are most repenting, and loves those who keep themselves
pure.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

They ask you about menstruation. Say: “It is a state of impurity; so keep
away from women in the state of menstruation,! and do not approach them
until they are cleansed. And when they are cleansed,? then come to them
as Allah has commanded you.” Truly, Allah loves those who abstain from
evil and keep themselves pure.

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1] The Arabic word adha denotes both a state of ritual impurity and
sickness. Menstruation is not merely an impurity, but also a state in which
the woman is closer to sickness than to health.

[2] With regard to matters such as these the Qur'an resorts to metaphors

and figurative language. Hence it instructs men not to approach women.
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This does not mean that people should either abstain from sitting together
on the same floor or eating together when a woman has her monthly period
making her virtually an untouchable, as has been the custom among the
Jews, Hindus and certain other nations. The explanation of this injunction
by the Prophet makes it clear that during this period men are only required
to abstain from sexual intercourse; no change is postulated in other
relationships, and the woman is to be treated in the normal way.

[3] The 'command' of God mentioned here is not a formal legal injunction
from God, but that inherent urge with which the nature of both men and
animals has been imbued and which is apprehended instinctively. (The
verse means, therefore, that after the end of the menstrual course people

may again engage in sexual intercourse - Ed.)

CFIITHAT (OIS AQ AFFH fOTeest Targ| 39, ‘©I ASfT’ | FITG2 AGIICA J-
HZATT TS IS A1F 932 (T ASF 2Af3g N1 27, ©OItna AFBISt ZT0H M| ST T4
AT T(I, OYN I ATS AZA 4, (TOIT SHX NS MTtgw | fRew2
TEHTZ SEIXFIATAATS STHAITIN W AfITTOT SIAJTHATS S STAICHN|

— Taisirul Quran

WA OTAT SIHAMS A (TGN AF0H fGTeest S| I, ©of w&afo [3]1
FICGR (OTAT AGEHAIITH JI-T57W (AT fI70 A1 932 AfTq 1 28T AT [2]
(TSN GTIAY) OTHA [N 66! TCI AT [9] | OIAHNF O TYN Sg Uty Af7®g 21
YN OItid fRF6 5 TSI ST 41, (IO TIHR COTNTHATS ST fATITg |
6T TIETE SIS SITATAITAN G2 SITAATD S SITATATCAN TIEAT AT AT |
— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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Say, "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by
sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives
all sins.[1] Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful."

— Saheeh International
[1]For those who repent and correct themselves.

Say (on My behalf), “O servants of Mine who have acted recklessly
against their own selves, do not despair of Allah’s mercy. Surely,
Allah will forgive all sins. Surely, He is the One who is the Most-
Forgiving, the Very-Merciful.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Tell them, (O Prophet): “My servants® who have committed excesses
against themselves, do not despair of Allah's Mercy. Surely Allah forgives
all sins. He is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran
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[1]Some commentators have given a strange interpretation to these
words. They say that Allah Himself has commanded the Prophet
(peace be upon him) to address the people as “My servants”
therefore, all men are the servants of the Prophet (peace be upon
him). This interpretation is no interpretation at all but a worst
distortion of the meaning of the Quran and indeed tampering with the
Word of Allah. If this interpretation were correct, it would falsify and
negate the whole Quran. For the Quran, from the beginning to the
end, establishes the concept that men are the servants of Allah alone,
and its whole message revolves around the point that they should
serve none but One Allah alone. The Prophet (peace be upon him)
himself was Allah’s servant. Allah had sent him not as rabb
(sustainer, providence) but as a Messenger so that he should himself
serve Him and teach the other people also to serve Him alone. After
all, how can a sensible person believe that the Prophet (peace be
upon him) might have one day stood up before the disbelieving
Quraish of Makkah and made the sudden proclamation: You are in
fact the slaves of Muhammad and not of al-Uzzah and ash- Shams.
(We seek Allah’s refuge from this).

[2]The address here is to all mankind. There is no weighty argument
to regard only the believers as the addressees. As has been observed
by Allama Ibn Kathir, to address such a thing to the common men
does not mean that Allah forgives all sins without repentance, but
Allah Himself has explained in the following verses that sins are
forgiven only when the sinner turns to Allah’s worship and service
and adopts obedience to the message sent down by Him. As a matter

of fact, this verse brought a message of hope for those people who
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had committed mortal sins like murder, adultery, theft, robbery, etc. in
the days of ignorance, and had despaired whether they would ever be
forgiven. To them it has been said: Do not despair of Allah’s mercy;
whatever you might have done in the past, if you sincerely turn to
your Lord’s obedience, you will be forgiven every sin. The same
interpretation of this verse has been given by Ibn Abbas, Qatadah,
Mujahid and Ibn Zaid. (Ibn Jarir, Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Daud,
Tirmidhi).

J- (X SNIF AT T FRTSTng ©Ng Ire11TG Ay, Corvar
WIEART 2NO (AT NAPT IO [T SR AV BNE W F
At~ | FSfN =S swarile, wifs wareg)

— Taisirul Quran

JEN, (X SN IS (STHAT AT FRrena S wiqora Fag---Srazd wgax
O fRAPT O T, fA6 T SIErE TS (AT TH T B0 (A~ | fAee T 5N swariie,

MERREUCERINE
— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad], except as a mercy to the
worlds.

— Saheeh International

And We have not sent you but as mercy for all the worlds.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

We have sent you forth as nothing but mercy to people of the whole
world.[1]

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]This verse can also be translated as: We have sent you only as a
blessing for the people of the world. In both cases it will mean that the
appointment of the Prophet (peace be upon him) is indeed a blessing
and mercy of Allah to the whole world. This is because he aroused the
neglectful world from its heedlessness and gave it the knowledge of
the criterion between truth and falsehood, and warned it very clearly
of both the ways of salvation and ruin. This fact has been stated here
to tell the disbelievers of Makkah that they were quite wrong in their
estimate of the Prophet (peace be upon him) that he was an affliction

and distress for them because they said: This man has sown seeds of
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discard among our clans and separated near relatives from each
other. They have been told here: O people, you are wrong to presume
that he is an affliction for you; but he is in reality a blessing and

mercy of Allah for you.

T (oS frgarsita oy Nnfdcafy (@3 azwe fRea|

— Taisirul Quran

M NAT (ST WS SIRFTA GNT BY IINOATAR AMSTHRZ [3]
— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 07, Friday

4:110

And whoever does a wrong or wrongs himself but then seeks
forgiveness of Allah will find Allah Forgiving and Merciful.

— Saheeh International

Whoever acts evil or wrongs himself, then seeks forgiveness from
Allah, shall find Allah Most-Forgiving, Very-Merciful.
— Mufti Tagi Usmani
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He who does either evil or wrongs himself, and then asks for the
forgiveness of Allah, will find Allah All-Forgiving, All-Compassionate.

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

(T [T TSI FA F:31 RO S AfS TAN FTF, o2 AT WEHR TS HAT
TS F0a, T THIRS TS HAPN, HIN WHIG 2|

— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 09, Sunday
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And do not pursue[1] that of which you have no knowledge. Indeed,
the hearing, the sight and the heart - about all those [one] will be
questioned.

— Saheeh International

[1]i.e., do not assume and do not say.
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And do not follow a thing about which you have no knowledge.
Surely, the ear, the eye and the heart - each one of them shall be
interrogated about.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Do not follow that of which you have no knowledge. Surely the hearing, the
sight, the heart - each of these shall be called to account.t

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]The meanings of “Do not follow that of which you have no
knowledge” are very comprehensive. It demands that both in
individual and collective life, one should not follow mere guess work
and presumption instead of knowledge. This instruction covers all
aspects of Islamic life, moral, legal, political, administrative and
applies to science, arts and education. It has thus saved the society
from numerous evils which are produced in human life by following
guesswork instead of knowledge. The Islamic moral code demands:
Guard against suspicion and do not accuse any individual or group
without proper investigation. In law, it has been made a permanent
principle that no action should be taken against anyone without
proper investigation. It has been made unlawful to arrest, beat or
Imprison anyone on mere suspicion during investigation. In regards
to foreign relations, the definite policy has been laid down that no
action should be taken without investigation, nor should rumors be
set afloat. Likewise in education the so called sciences based on
mere guess work, presumptions and irrational theories have been

disapproved. Above all, it cuts at the very root of superstitions, for
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this instruction teaches the believers to accept only that which is

based on the knowledge imparted by Allah and His Messenger.

WA T FII0HF (g QBT T, (T fIICH (O (FIN W (W2 | FIN, (614 W AFA-
QTR TF T w12 fGrearsiam +41 X[

— Taisirul Quran

WA (T fIICT (Orua W (2 O SPHAT BAT N [S]; FIN, (614, TAH- AThS
ATOTHI® TP (FPT© O FaAT X [

— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 10, Monday
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And do not walk upon the earth exultantly. Indeed, you will never tear

the earth [apart], and you will never reach the mountains in height.[1]

— Saheeh International
[1]Man, for all his arrogance, is yet a weak and small creature.
Do not walk on the earth in haughty style. You can neither tear the

earth apart, nor can you match the mountains in height.
— Mufti Tagi Usmani
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Do not strut about in the land arrogantly. Surely you cannot cleave
the earth, nor reach the heights of the mountains in stature.[1]

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]This instruction warns against the ways of tyrants and vain people
and is not merely meant for the individual but also for the collective
conduct of the Muslim community. It was because of this guidance
that the rulers, governors and commanders of the Islamic state which
was established on the basis of this manifesto, were free from every
tinge of tyranny, arrogance, haughtiness, pride and vanity, so much
so that even in the battlefield they never uttered a word which had the
slightest indication of any of these vain things. Their gait, dress,
dwelling and conveyance showed humility. In short, their ways of
conduct were not those of big ones but those of humble persons.
That is why they never tried to overawe the people of a conquered city

by show of pomp and pride.

TR FLSTT GACHAT FAT N, Y T IR TS Fa0e 21903 1, =a
SO ALTST NI TCSS ATAI |
— Taisirul Quran

WA TN O fT6IN FEAT T, W (OF FYN2 Avetd gy TR Fare smag
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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Their sides part [i.e., they arise] from [their] beds; they supplicate
their Lord in fear and aspiration, and from what We have provided

them, they spend.[1]

— Saheeh International
[1]In the cause of Allah.

Their sides remain apart from their beds. They call their Lord with fear
and hope, and spend (in charity) out of what We have given to them.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Their sides forsake their beds, and they call upon their Lord in fear and
hope,! and expend (in charity) out of the sustenance We have granted
them.?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]That is, they worship their Lord instead of enjoying sensuous
pleasures at night. They are not like the worldworshipers, who seek
entertainments in music and dancing, drinking and merry-making, in

the night in order to get relief from the day’s fatigue and labor and
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toil. Instead, when they are free from their day’s work and duties, they
devote themselves to the adoration of their Lord, spend their nights in
His remembrance, tremble out of fear of Him, and pin all their hopes
on Him. “Who forsake their beds” does not mean that they do not
sleep at all at night, but that they spend a part of the night in Allah’s
worship.

[2]In the original, rizq means lawful provisions. Unlawful provisions
have nowhere been called rizq by Allah. The verse therefore means:
They spend from whatever little or much of pure provisions We have
given to them; they do not overspend and do not grab unlawful wealth

in order to meet their expenses.

ST OIHA (CATZA) AP STAT QAT (ATF WA F (F (SIRIHITNE) ©ifo 8
SIS (SMHEA TY) I FAI
— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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And no soul knows what has been hidden for them of comfort for
eyes [i.e., satisfaction] as reward for what they used to do.
— Saheeh International

So, no one knows the delight of eyes that has been reserved for them
in secret, as a reward of what they used to do.
— Mufti Tagi Usmani

No one knows what delights of the eyes are kept hidden for them as a
reward for their deeds.[1]
— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi and Imam Ahmad have in different ways
cited on the authority of Abu Hurairah that the Prophet (peace be
upon him) said: “Allah says: | have made ready for My righteous
servants that which has neither been seen by the eye, nor heard by
the ear, nor ever conceived by any man.” The same thing has been
reported with a little difference in wording by Abu Said Khudri,
Mughirah bin Shubah and Sahl bin Saad asSaidi from the Prophet
(peace be upon him) and related with authentic links by Muslim.
Ahmed, Ibn Jarir and Tirmidhi.

(TN BfF2 (Q4) TN N (Gr4 GO I ((ST) ©Iena Ty AT a4 =0y
SITHA IITGTF AIFHIF RAE|

— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 13, Thursday
49:12

O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed,
some assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other.
Would one of you like to eat the flesh of his brother when dead? You
would detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Accepting of
Repentance and Merciful.

— Saheeh International

O you who believe, abstain from many of the suspicions. Some
suspicions are sins. And do not be curious (to find out faults of
others), and do not backbite one another. Does one of you like that he
eats the flesh of his dead brother? You would abhor it. And fear Allah.
Surely Allah is Most-Relenting, Very-Merciful.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

Believers, avoid being excessively suspicious, for some suspicion is a
sin.! Do not spy,? nor backbite one another.® Would any of you like to eat
the flesh of his dead brother?* You would surely detest it. Have fear of
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Allah. Surely Allah is much prone to accept repentance, is Most
Compassionate.
— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]What is forbidden is not conjecture as such but excessive
conjecture and following every kind of conjecture, and the reason
given is that some conjectures are sins. In order to understand this
command, we should analyze and see what are the kinds of
conjecture and what is the moral position of each.

[2]One kind of conjecture is that which is morally approved and
laudable, and desirable and praiseworthy from religious point of view,
e.g. a good conjecture in respect of Allah and His Messenger and the
believers and those people with whom one comes in common contact
daily and concerning whom there may be no rational ground for
having an evil conjecture.

[3]The second kind of conjecture is that which one cannot do without
in practical life, e.g. in a law court a judge has to consider the
evidence placed before him and give his decision on the basis of the
most probable conjecture, for he cannot have direct knowledge of the
facts of the matter, and the opinion that is based on evidence is
mostly based on the most probable conjecture and not on certainty.
Likewise, in most cases when one or the other decision has to be
taken, and the knowledge of the reality cannot possibly be attained,
there is no way out for men but to form an opinion on the basis of a
conjecture.

[4]The third kind of conjecture, which is although a suspicion, is
permissible in nature, and it cannot be regarded as a sin. For
instance, if there are clear signs and pointers in the character of a
person (or persons), or in his dealings and conduct, on the basis of
which he may not deserve to enjoy one’s good conjecture, and there
are rational grounds for having suspicions against him, the Shariah
does not demand that one should behave like a simpleton and
continue to have a good conjecture about him. The last limit of this
lawful conjecture, however, is that one should conduct himself
cautiously in order to ward off any possible mischief from him; it is
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not right to take an action against him only on the basis of a
conjecture.

Y T (oI ST G172 T30 AT | FO©F LI AN AF 9T | COTAT
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 14, Friday
9:103
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Take, [O Muhammad], from their wealth a charity by which you purify
them and cause them increase, and invoke [Allah's blessings] upon
them. Indeed, your invocations are reassurance for them. And Allah is
Hearing and Knowing.

— Saheeh International

Take Sadaqgah (obligatory alms) out of their wealth through which you
may cleanse and purify them, and pray for them. Indeed, your prayer
Is a source of peace for them. And Allah is (All-) Hearing, (All-)
Knowing.
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— Mufti Tagi Usmani

[9:103] (O Prophet)! "Take alms out of their riches and thereby
cleanse them and bring about their growth (in righteousness), and
pray for them. Indeed your prayer is a source of tranquillity for them.
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

IR ST (YTF TAIDIZ 2T FAF O ©f AT o1tiats Afdg ¢ Afawg Fate
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 16, Sunday
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The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is

like a seed [of grain] which grows seven spikes; in each spike is a



Ramadan 2023

hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills.
And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

— Saheeh International

The example of those who spend in the way of Allah is just like a
grain that produced seven ears, each ear having a hundred grains,
and Allah multiplies (the reward) for whom He wills. Allah is All-
Embracing, All-Knowing.

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

The example of those! who spend their wealth in the Way of Allah? is like
that of a grain of corn that sprouts seven ears, and in every ear there are a
hundred grains. Thus Allah multiplies the action of whomsoever He wills.
Allah is Munificent, All-Knowing.®

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1] Here the discourse turns to the subject touched upon in verses 244 ff.
above. Believers were urged to sacrifice life and property for the sake of
the great cause in which they believed. It is difficult, however, to persuade
those whose standard of judgement in respect of economic matters has not
completely changed, to rise above either personal or narrow group
interests and dispense their wealth wholeheartedly for the sake of a
righteous cause. People who have a materialistic outlook and whose life
constitutes an uninterrupted pursuit of money, who adore every single
penny they have, and who can never stop thinking about their balance
sheets can never have the capacity to do anything really effective for the

sake of higher ideals. When such people apparently do spend money for
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the sake of higher moral ideals, it is merely an outward act which is
performed after carefully calculating the material benefits which are likely to
accrue either to them, to their group or to their nation. With this outlook a
person cannot go one step forward along the path of that religion which
requires man to become indifferent to considerations of worldly profit and
loss, and constantly to spend time, energy and money to make the Word of
God reign supreme. To follow such a course requires a moral outlook of an
altogether different kind; it requires breadth of vision and magnanimity and,
above all, an exclusive devotion to God. At the same time it requires that
man's collective life should be so re-moulded as to become conducive to
the growth of the moral qualities mentioned above rather than to the growth
of a materialistic outlook and behaviour. Hence the three succeeding
sections i.e. (verses 261-81 - Ed.)are devoted to enunciating instructions
designed to foster such an outlook.

[2] A great many expenditures fall under the category of spending 'in the
way of Allah’, as long as this is done according to the laws of God and with
the intention of seeking His good pleasure. This includes spending one's
wealth to fulfil one's legitimate needs, to provide for one's family, to look
after the needs of relatives, to help the needy and to contribute to the
general welfare and to spread the true religion and so on.

[3] The greater the sincerity and the more intense the feeling with which
one spends for the sake of God, the greater will be God's reward. It is not
difficult at all for God, Who blesses a grain so that out of it seven hundred
grains grow, to allow one's charity to grow in like manner so that the unit of
money one spends will return seven hundred fold. This statement is
followed by a mention of two of God's attributes. First is His munificence.

His Hand is not clenched so as to restrain Him from recompensing man for
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his deeds to the fullest extent that he deserves. Second, God is All-
Knowing. He is not unaware of what one spends and the spirit in which one
spends. So there is no reason to fear that one will not receive one's due

reward.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

April 17, Monday and April 18, Tuesday
44: 3-6

44:3

Indeed, We sent it down during a blessed night.[1] Indeed, We were to
warn [mankind].
— Saheeh International

[1]The Night of Decree (Qadr). See stirah 97.
We have sent it down in a blessed night, (because) We had to warn
(people).

— Mufti Tagi Usmani

We revealed it on a Blessed Night, for We were intent on warning; [1]
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— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]The meaning of taking an oath by the lucid Scripture has been
explained in (E.N.1 of Surah Az-Zukhruf). Here also what has been
sworn by is that Muhammad (peace be upon him) is not the author of
this Book but We are the author, and this Book by itself is enough to
provide a proof of that. Furthermore, it has been said that the night in
which it was revealed was full of blessings. That is, the foolish and
ignorant people, who have no idea of their own well being or
otherwise, regard the revelation of this Book as a disaster for
themselves and are deeply anxious as how to get rid of it. But, as a
matter of fact, the Hour when We decided to send down this Book to
arouse the heedless, was highly blessed for them and for all mankind.

W 4TF IO FLAG 9F ITFONT AMCS, ((FAN) W (NIF) ToHF1al |

— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

44:4
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Therein [i.e., on that night] is made distinct[1] every precise matter -
— Saheeh International

[1] Or "is separated" or "apportioned," from what is inscribed in the
Preserved Slate. The angels record and descend with whatever Allah has
decreed for the coming year.

In that (night), every wise matter is allocated

— Mufti Tagi Usmani
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(We revealed it on the Night) wherein every matter is wisely
determined
— Tafheem-ul-Quran

4 ATTS ASB oreareyf gy FaFarzw

— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

44:5
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[Every] matter [proceeding] from Us. Indeed, We were to send [a
messenger]
— Saheeh International

through a command from Us. We were to send the Messenger
— Mufti Tagi Usmani

by Our command.! Verily, We were set to send a Messenger
— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]In Surah Al-Qadr, this same thing has been expressed thus: The
angels and the Spirit (Angel Gabriel) descend in it with every decree,
by the leave of their Lord. This shows that it is such a night in the
divine administration of Allah in which He decides the destinies of the
individuals and nations and countries and entrusts His decisions to
His angels, who then implement them accordingly. Some
commentators among whom Ikrimah is most prominent, have been
involved in the misunderstanding that this is the 15th night of
Shaban, for in some traditions it has been said that the destinies of
people are decided during that night. But Ibn Abbas, Ibn Umatr,
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Mujahid, Qatadah, Hasan Basri, Saeed bin Jubair, Ibn Zaid, Abu Malik,
Dahhak and many other commentators agree that this is the same
night of Ramadan, which has been called lailat-ul-gadr, for the Quran
itself has stated this, and where any Quranic statement exists, no
other view can be formed on the basis of random reports. Ibn Kathir
says: The traditions that Imam Zuhri has related from Uthman bin
Muhammad that destinies are decided from one Shaban to the next
Shaban is an indirect tradition and such traditions cannot be cited as
against the clear texts of the Quran. Qadi Abu Bakr Ibn al-Arabi says:
No Hadith in respect of the 15th of Shaban is reliable, either in respect
of its merit, or about this that decisions with regard to the destinies
are taken in it; therefore, they do not merit attention, (Ahkam ul-
Quran).

T SR, SN2 (AT,
— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria

44:6
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As mercy from your Lord. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing,

— Saheeh International

as a mercy from your Lord, -Surely, He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Knowing-

— Mufti Tagi Usmani
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as a Mercy from your Lord.! Surely He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing,?

— Tafheem-ul-Quran

[1]That is, it was not only a demand of wisdom to send a Messenger
with this Book but also of Allah’s mercy, for He is the Provider, and
Provider requires that not only should arrangements be made for
nourishing the servants’ bodies but they should also be afforded right
guidance by knowledge, that they should be made aware of the
distinction between right and wrong and that they should not be left
wandering in darkness.

[2]The object of mentioning these two attributes of Allah in this
context is to warn the people of the truth that He alone can give
correct knowledge for He alone knows all the realities. Not to speak of
one man, even if all men join to determine a way of life for
themselves, there can be no guaranty of its being the right way, for
even the entire mankind together cannot become all-hearing and
allknowing. It does not lie in its power to comprehend all those
realities whose knowledge is essential for determining a correct way
of life. This knowledge is only with Allah. He alone is All-Hearing and
All-Knowing. Therefore, He alone can tell what is guidance for man
and what is falsehood, what is the truth and what is wrong, what is

good and what is evil.
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— Taisirul Quran
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— Dr. Abu Bakr Muhammad Zakaria
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April 19, Wednesday and April 20, Thursday

vg ;&Qn $522

@Jiﬁi’t&iu&ﬁ\ u,@ﬁin A 3 20T
s Al 20 AL >, S5 20 Ar -
Q)\) &..u | JA ;—rw J‘u*i«»)xﬂ\ !

Gy pt | AL o @ \fwme*g‘i

Wa@‘nm@wm—
s, wif @ (@%)-B 9fE sk 9 W e, 2. o & wen R
(W) e fFe 0. @ THMIed Aot T N GTF TE; 8. ArS
(CTTTI! @ ©IAd VR ‘FT OIHd TeTaa (3 4709) ot e (Tee)
SS9 I, ¢. (G T IS Z0= fB7ew) &iife, © —r%mamﬁ—wmﬂ@
(SRIR®) A= |

N.B: Please follow Tafsir books.

Note: The above-mentioned verses and translations are mainly taken from
https://quran.com/.
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