
“Allah says, I am by slaves hopes 
and I am with him when he re-
members me. When he remem-
bers Me quietly to himself, I re-
member him in a group better 
than him. And, if  he gets closer 
to Me by the span of  a hand, I 
get closer to him by a foot. If  he 
gets closer to Me by a foot I get 
closer by a yard. And if  he walks 
to Me, I run toward him” (Ibn 
Kathir).

[152] Remember Me, therefore, I will remem-
ber you.309 Be thankful to Me; and be not un-
grateful to Me.



[153] O you who have believed! Seek help in 
patience and Prayers, verily Allah is with the 
patient.310 





[

We found him a sabir (patient man), 
a good slave (of his Lord).

[
“When Ayyub called his Lord 
that, ‘misfortunes have befallen 
me’” (Qurtubi).





“The Spirits (of  the martyrs) 
are in the form of  green birds. 
They have lanterns hanging by 
the `Arsh
wish in Paradise. (By evening) 
they return to those lanterns. Al-
lah turns His attention to them 
and asks, ‘Do you want anything 

else?’ They say, ‘What more can 

-
turns to them with the same ques-
tion three times until they know 
that they will not be spared the 
questioning, they say, ‘Our Lord! 
We wish You return our souls to 
our bodies so that we are killed 
another time. When He sees that 
they have no other desire, (they 
will be left to themselves.” 

‘The believer’s soul – when he 
dies - is in the form of  a bird that 
feeds on the trees in Paradise, 
until Allah returns them to their 
bodies on the day of  Resurrec-
tion’ (Ibn Kathir).

[154] And do not refer to those who are slain 
in the cause of Allah as dead. Rather they are 
living   but you do not perceive.311 





‘He who fought in order that the 
Word of  Allah (i.e. Islam and its 
principles) may triumph, is in the 
way of  Allah.’”

‘Messenger of  Allah, what will 
you say of  a man who takes up 
Jihad for the sake of  Allah, but 
has spoils of  war also in his 
sight?’ He replied: ‘He will have 
no rewards.’ That was hard upon 
the people so they told the man 
to repeat his question. Perhaps 
the Prophet did not understand 
him. So the man repeated the 
question but the Prophet replied 



both times as, ‘He will have no 
rewards.’  - Abu Da’ud.”

[
“Do you imagine that you will be 
let into Paradise without those tri-
als visiting you that came to those 
who passed away before you? 
They encountered sufferings and 
adversity, and were shaken, until 
the Prophet and the believers with 
him cried out, ‘When (will come) 
Allah’s help?’ Lo! Allah’s help is 
near” (Ibn Jarir).

“One day Abu Salamah came to 
me from the Prophet’s company 

[155] And surely We shall try you with some-
thing of fear, hunger and depletion in goods, 
lives and crops.312 Give glad tidings then (O 
Prophet) to those who endure in fortitude. 

[156] Such as those who, when visited by an 

we will return.’ 313 



and said, ‘Today I have heard the 
Prophet ( ) say something 
that has pleased me a lot. He said, 
“No Muslim on whom a misfor-
tune has befallen will say, ‘To Al-
lah we belong, and to Him do we 
return, ‘and then supplicate in 
these words: “O Lord! Reward 
me for this misfortune and grant 
me better than what I have lost,” 
but Allah will grant him that.”

Umm Salamah said: “I memo-
rized the words from him. When 
Abu Salamah died I prayed to 
Allah (swt) in those very words. 
But I said to myself, ‘What man 
can be better for me than Abu 
Salamah?’ Sometime later the 
Prophet ( ) visited me. At that 
moment I was tanning a hide. I 
washed my hands and let him in. 
I placed a cushion for him on 

As he spoke he offered to marry 
me. I told him, ‘Messenger of 
Allah! There is no reason why I 
should not accept your offer. But 
the thing is I am a jealous wom-
an (ghayrah) and am afraid that I 
may say or do something (that 
will displease you) and in conse-
quence I may suffer Allah’s pun-
ishment. Also, I am getting old. 
Finally, I have children (that may 

bother you).’ He replied, ‘Well, as 
for jealousy, hopefully Allah (swt) 
will cure you of  it. As for age, 
I’m getting old too. And, as for 
the children, well, your children 
are my children!’”

Umm Salamah accepted him, 
and used to say, “For sure, Allah 
gave me a better husband than 
Abu Salamah” (Ibn Kathir).

“When a man’s child dies, Allah 
asks the angel of  death: ‘Have 
you taken away the child of  My 
slave? Have you taken away the 
light of  his eyes and the peace of 
his heart?’ The angel says, ‘Yes.’ 
Allah asks (and He knows what 
has been said): ‘And how did 
My slave react?’ He replies: ‘He 
praised You and said, “To Allah 
we belong, and to Him do we re-
turn.”’ Allah  says: ‘Build for him 
a house in Paradise and call it the 
House of  Praise’” (Qurtubi, Ibn 
Kathir).



[157] It is these on whom descends from their 
Lord peace and mercy.314 It is these who are 
rightly guided. 



[158] Verily, Safa and Marwah are among the 
Symbols of Allah.315 There is no sin upon him, 
therefore, who, when he visits the House for 
Hajj or for `Umrah, to walk around them.316 
Whosoever volunteers a good (deed, will) 

317


